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Crazy Gold Rush 


TJV3R A NUMBER of years there has 
been an increasing tendency among 
speculators to convert their dollar hold¬ 
ings into gold. This has been a reflec¬ 
tion of the growing loss of confidence 
in paper currencies and the feeling that 
it is better to play it safe by converting 
to solid and dependable gold. 

Since 1934. the price of gold has been 
fixed at $35 per ounce. The United 
States, as the largest trading nation, 
accepted the obligation to buy and sell 
at this fixed price. Because Britain also 
trades on a vast scale, both the Pound 
and the Dollar have been used as reserve 
currencies, with countries bolding them 
for the purpose of their trading. As 
such, both currencies can be converted 
into gold, the dollar directly and the 
pound via the dollar. When confidence 
in these currencies is sound, then they 
are as good as gold, but once, through 
economic problems, the confidence fails, 
the currencies are converted- This hap¬ 
pened with the pound last year and now 
it is the dollar that is under attack. 

When countries were tied to the gold 
standard, any balance of payments deficit 
inunediately created a run on gold. This 
reduced home spending aird so deflation 
set in. with the resultant lowering of im¬ 
ports and increase in exports, which in 
turn corrected the deficit But the 
method brought great stagnation and un- 
emplox-meni- With the present Gold 
Exchange Standard, gold reserves are 
supplemented by the reseiv’e currencies. 

After the war, a conference at Bretion 
Wa?ds in America, led tc the forma¬ 
tion of the International Monetary’ Fund, 
to which each mend>er country' contri¬ 
buted and from which they could each 
gel a Joan when in need. This enabled 
coimurscs, who have run balance of pay¬ 
ments deficits for long periods, to draw 
ryr the IMF without taking, or only 
gradjiaily taking, the neoessaiy corrective 
eeof.:'rr io measures. This has allowed 
to regulate their economics 
without s'asi booms and their 

$ub«c<rjiefct terrible depressions. 

Th'- Frertch O<oerr!ment, however, 
under the influence cl M Jacques Rueff. 
a 72-year-olo and lawyer, has 

bees the re.a!jalion of gold 

mjU'J lU biong ‘refurrc/j * ♦ proper place 

ir. tJkc hierarch;, irf Now, with 

tbf'. two-ficf s>«iierri the price will go up 
'M'l 'he /rte ffiarkei g-.vjfif the speculators 
hujfe pfohu |j Will jiiV' g/ve Vsuth 
AfriOf a-.d impr-nanr Rus.r.: 'y.-jch 

rfi'twer as t)*<; btgge^ prcduceT% 
Tisri on gold a direct 
AmcriCias ns tbr 

' and naf^>fj of 

1- feecm* tTis/ y bto iftetl lUtr 


whole business vT confidence is crazy\ 

France's attack or De Gaulle's jealousy 
of America's power is only part of the 
stor\\ 

America’s difficulties arc similar to 
those of Britain, in that they have been 
running a huge balance of payments 
deficit for a long time now. By import¬ 
ing more than they export, they have, in 
fact, kept the economies of other coun¬ 
tries in a more or less healthy position. 

The Vietnam war has also been a very 
big contribution to this deficit and this 
could be the major factor in making 
President Johnson start peace negotia¬ 
tions. 

By attacking the dollar in this crazy 
panic stricken way, speculators could 
bring dowm the whole Western economy 
about their ears. For whether they like 
it or not (the French Government cer¬ 
tainly does not), the economies of the 
European nations are tied so much to 
America, that any crash there would 
soon hit hard in this country and on the 

Sotoeri93 rsl,Sp,‘'whhOther 

depression of trade resulting in the clos- . that very httle tmthful informa- Russip satellites, m 1955-6. 

ing of factories and huge unemployment, cornes out of Eastcm Europe, Writers and students have played 

As the thirties showed, this did not ^ps^rt from occasional statements a leading part in such events, both 

bring in socialism, but only reaction and such as that of the university lec- in 1955-6 and since. In recent years, 

fascism. We, as anarchists, should not turers Kuron and Modzelewski on the debate *has ^ been largely an 

what they saw wrong with academic one, but in Poland and 
present-day Communist Poland, and Czechoslovakia over the last six 
the reasons for this. Most press re- months their agitation has intensi- 

ports in this country are thus com- fied, and signs of it have appeared 
ment rather than fact. • t-. . 

Given this, it is nonetheless obvi- 
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welcome a coUapse of this sort as some 
marxist friends do. It will not neces¬ 
sarily bring the social revolution, but 
only hardship and deprivation. At the 
same time we hold no faith in the 
present capitalist system. Governments 

and their economic advisers have devised - - ____ 

means of combating the old boom and ous that Eastern Europe is moving 
slump OTcle. but in the background away from its post - war Stalinist 

!ri. 3 'b '• '■f “ 5 ' “■* 

This will always be the position while f Stalin, into a 

people either support or go along with that they know little more of 

this s^-stem, which, as we have seen this do. The first wave of un¬ 

rest united peasants, workers and in¬ 
tellectuals against the economic 
and spiritual oppression of the rulers 
of Poland and Hungary and to a 


in Russia too, in the continued cir¬ 
culation of underground literature, 
and the trials of groups of writers 
for participation in its reading, writ¬ 
ing or dissemination, 


hard to convince the workers that 
more political and economic free¬ 
dom as demanded by the intellec¬ 
tuals will mean a lowering of living 
standards. 

It is still much too early to talk 
about any final results, but there has 
been an awakening of intellectual 
awareness in both Czechoslovakia 
and Poland. Anarchists will wel¬ 
come this growth of individual and 
collective freedom, but should not 
expect any more than this for some 
time to come. Czechoslovakia may 
well become some sort of parliamen- 


week, is based on greed and power that 
will be satisfied no matter what the 
consequences are. 

P.T. 
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S' OIS r NATION A LIST.S are 
the thick of an internal dispute. The 
SNP r j to be asked lo support 

m c-evuTivc motion condemning the 
i ^20 f luh as secret and subversive. 'I his 
i UjU ,‘ts name from the Dcclara* 

Uirn >1 /.rbfoaih. ^ix years after Uan- 
wioi'h alfirmecJ Sc(.»ls indepeii- 
I he d'‘CurncMl, .igiicd bv feudal 
ehw:fteui!i Mio eridor-,. <J by Kobcrl lii uce, 
aisr> fcc) )mills 5>n ilie monarchy, 

Mcfni \hip of ific I tj) |)y invila 
lion only Knovoi m« nibeis include 
•evrral faf/jou'- (' / uoloriouh) fiyurc.s 
Mowevei iltey tel use to name iiiimeH, 
cimmuay ^upp*'/! arnotigsi olliccib o| ihe 
armed and w-iuor civil scivanu. 

The f hvh 'ffliiiuly nu Indt un it with 

a Im»I foi fr>Wrl, Ifin. |.S equally lllji ol 
fh*: N;Os'*U'il I'afly No douhl li iia hides 
IWfoplt ^.ho would ii’m; violeiHT m •^iuui 

•nujiiiofc. ih/s also 1 % true of ih« SNI' 
»,( ih* ;ooocho,i movrm* fit I hi'i (l|i«fi 
( Yi dtf Nafio»i>»h»l leadcisfiiji aiul 

Iht i ‘./Ji m IlHully U pMWi I Nhlig^/lc 

afic/ ail gr-uiy lo Ituui h 

SoHbrii ^c>vriunM'nl 

Afioh.u I lumpofi m the Naiionitlisi 

lanM w.«. ut Ilf* mintny nfi h ,,1 

W«#f t iii frtuly ini ifihi r t . 

ihe 'ttifdidalc n |.... 

WifSK. Hf dial d^p<•^d^ h ■ l<(i 

tkrv 'ift t m m Ijfu ip, ’.fjl* 

i warfare will noi had n, 
aifiVjMifin for S<,otl>irnj f /ea*! ihft in 
ih» f*reH ‘ttfd h>(jfti(il 
0gl Ihc •i/tme n •rttnli niwn 

Ammt » brHl!l«V»--i wfio f#|| 

Hi arirf hoih Ur 

nB imk f hv empinytm 

UMy it WRA hb rvwti htift ( lufit war 
hA ihtiftY if h B AfuiAl rif Uff 


Meanwhile, politicians of all parties 
arc busy writing constitutions. For some 
it is already too late. The Labour Party 
has seen its support vanish into Scotch 
mist Everybody is leaping on the band¬ 
wagon, The Scoismati ran a scries on 
Home Rule. It suggested a ‘Federation 
‘d Nations’--separate parliaments for 
England, Scollaiul. Wales aiul (tempor¬ 
al ily) Ulster, with Ihe Ictlcral capital at 
York 1/i(> rimes made sympalhelic 
iioiscs I hiN pronipletl u reply lhal /Vie 
iinif .s hiuin I iintleisiood and coiililn’t 
possibly .igiec. Ihe Sroismati iheij c\' 
celled ilftell by piiiKn,^ ,,,, , nthusuislic 
lull pugi; iiiheic on ( oimsh Homo Rule 

Mis Wiiimi I vMug, mp p.i Ihniul 
‘•'ll, t lamih dial 'm.lepimirtm ' rv /. sv 
ilhin f/nti \'i iu \ uMrtv I ills lit ind iiu 
poHS|l)|i I h|- SNI* ioiild win a Mlii|oiilv 
•d S' ois ifMis ai f|i< n, vj i,u,.iioii I hev 
l*u\ lllNI llll \ will llu ii ,1 ( up (( p| 0 \l 

kioimt Hsseiiibls. V\ilh „„y Mp. hu nl|u I 
plifin *; wlio . an In i o ,ip, ht | |. i, 

miiltd.iid flr. liMaiimi .d indi'iu lul. iic- 

ndlu I dll V wdl go ihiougli wiili d 

M'uiuiiiN |o bi* sreu 

***'” '* dml Hidv n. MuhoiialiMn 

•h'svfcei fh, peopir ,,| ScollamI me 
-howiiig a iinliiiat deMo hi coniiol ihcu 
own ill liny lhe\ ii- u, hi <hs 

appoinir.l I oidfol vvdl in la. I remmii 

In \eiy lew hands I hr Nalionahsp. ahv 
I‘I ihe hallh hiirs h. ihawii I nii 
••fiMUgll III.' miillilHNI p..t,|||oM IS |h.,| 

‘jx'liMii which slops short o| 
'•voluliofi IS a Mihf.' aii.l ii .hlu'dori 
StotlNfid-. mirinhistK fighi hn „ 1,,,^, 

^rclilv cuidideni that h, R^ldue*. words 
‘p H (oniing vel (.<i ,p ||,„p 


In Poland, a renewed outburst of tary democracy; Poland. h"e"r' 
anti-Russian feeling following the could easily revert to its Nineteenth" 

bannmg of a popular play by Century pattern of 
Mickiewicz (a Nineteenth-Century volt, and no one has a desirf* r-v ov 
romantic Polish ‘Shakespeare’) has that happen again So far 
united writers and students against Czechoslovak aovemment has sue 
a regime whose failure to fulfil the cessfully controlled the intelkctual 
promise of the peaceful revolution protest from below, but the Polish 
of Octoter. 1956, has led to its government has not ‘Marxism 
moral isolation and its use of repres- Leninism’ is mpidlv losin- 
sive measures against political oppo- as the political i.-f 

'r? ot Z, Si- 

peaceful Hunaan' 
cyuld he the basis for further 
liberahsiUKin; for this. Czecho¬ 
slovakia and Roumania stand the 
^st chances, as they have no 
Kussian troops in their countries 
1 he rest could follow, but Russia 
herselt will have to change first,'at 

W ik Russia moves louards a s\ s- 

V. ' r- capitalism 

l a.steni r-urofx- has a long wav to 

'■'=*capmg continuing 
Missian^ economic and poliii.-rt 


Dam ( 
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senior government officials whose 
children happened to be just such 
disillusioned persons and were pre¬ 
pared^ to say so publicly’ even anli- 
wSemitism has been pressed into 
service. 

There is as yet no sign of large- 
scale worker or peasant unrest:" it 
was their pressure that hrvnmht 
about the a'volution of |Q5() 
Russian troops still stationed \n 
I inand are a constant ivniinder to 
I oles (>l wluit could hapjx'u again 
«ve times in tw\Y hmuiivd vcaix the 
Russians have occupied Poland, and 
IvYui limes (he (iermans 

I lie ( /echs aie more lortunatc in 
not having any Russian liov>(\s on 
N.Yil; inielleciuals are urginn 
“U the Parlv in exaclls ihe same wa\ 
as dill ilmv ,4 Pi>laiul aiul llungarv 
• n v\lnlsi movine moiv slow^R 

im>l I'c.icclulK ih,„i oiihcr of iIuksc 
uvnluiuMis 11,0 hy|,| K'lwoon 
S .iliniMs, lie.,.led hv the President 
N'.yoini .iiid (he ‘lilvnil coniimm-' 
ISIS led In (ho „ow Parlv Seerelarv 
lyiH-ek, spurifd on by (he ellorts 
1' 'Viiieis and sUidenis Only 

'•'SI v'.-ek (he Mini.sicr of ihc In 
Ici ioi lesi.mod under pnhiie piv.ssure 

I" Mimosi nnpreceilenicil happi'n- 
'' 4 ! in coinmunisi I asiem IniiMiv 
'" long K'loio, (1,0 s(iiden(s had 
iut iv«| a pnblio ai't'logy for cKilioo 
s (a\ion, (i, j| i,,,doius' de(ni',,s(,a- 
jon l,is( au(,„,,„ Vs in Poland, 

Kre IS -,,1 (a, |j(|||, 

'im’” "i"",' 'Gp.iTi"aal I’tossme 

•i''h"ngli (he >.onso(\alives are (ryjnii 


. . , political 
and Iv'lorc an\ sort of 
popular ie\olution can hope to be 

M.M. 
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1 Kciv will Iv jitnfOl oTmer 
ovciN NuiinUay at ^ nm T 

•a-l. lunv the'^anikW 2|''" 

Mvako, (ou,.;, Icartcnin* etc l^J®*** 

"10 (vople ,o conimi. . 

Iu alth\ MgMN of evnio.Nm « j | 

with i^nvvf ini.Y mv>ro 

I’";:;;"-''woiu.ionHn ii2,2, 

llris help pican- to Nt.aU-oIn, Milo, 
»i'd Jim Huggon ^V(K (093? 
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Freedom Bookshop 

(Open 2 pan.—530 p.m. daily; 

15 ajtn.—1 pan. Thursdays; 

10 aon,—5 p.m. Saturdays) 

17a MAXWELL ROAD 
FULHAM SW6 Tel: REN 3736 


FREEDOM PRESS 

ore the publishers 

of the monthly magazine 

ANARCHY 

and the weekly journal 

FREEDOM 

specimen copies will 

be gladly sent on request. 

Subscription Rates 

FREEDOM only (per year): 

£1 10s. ($4.50) surface mail 
£2 16s. ($6.00) airmail 
ANARCHY only (per year): 

£1 6s. (S3.50) surface mail 
£2 7s. ($7.00) airmail 
COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 
FREEDOM & ANARCHY (per year): 
£2 10s. ($7.50) surface mail both 
£4 15s. ($12.50) airmail both 


PURLICATIONS include 

Medatesta’s 

ANARCHY 1/- (post 3d.) 

Berk man's 

ABC of ANARCHISM 2/6 (+5d.) 
Rocker's 

NATIONALISM AND 
CULTURE 21/- (-f4/6) 

Richards' 

MALATESTA: His Life and Ideas. 
Cloth bound 21/- (+1/3); 
paper 10/6 (+1/-) 

Bakunin's 

MARXISM, FREEDOM and the 
STATE 7/6 (+5d.) 

Berneri's 

NEITHER EAST or WEST 6/- ( + 9d.) 
Woodcock’s 

THE WRITER & POLITICS 7/6 
Valine's 

NINETEEN-SEVENTEEN 
LThe Russian Revolution 
Betrayed) 12/6 (+1/-) 
an/I 

THE UNKNOWN REVOLUTION 
(Kronstadt 1921, Ukraine 1918-20 

i 2/6 (+!/-> 

/'nnual Volumes of Selections from 
FREEDOM IV52-I964 
awdb yd&r’s volume 7/6 ( f l/-) 
list on application. 
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I \\ \\ IN till I Ht VN I I INI "I ‘he 
vii H huk HU‘ at tUi \v if It ihoNvt 

u-u t a*. h sidv. when ihc pulivr 

\MU' si'i la'll »'i thi liar with thr 
pt'lua* low iH htttil iham 
\\w favdv M'vmr'l lo In U' b'tt'l ihv hta 
n\il ihi'ii piv K I'lit lliv'^v c\po>vil m lt''af 

o\ thi- huv At tl\i p^'inl wluir I Nva “4 
'si tl wonkl haw br» ii iii»p\"‘'*ihlv 

iv> u iu'tit i ViMi it Nvv hrtil w.ml^ d t.* 
tlv, (v was loo gic.it a ^ Iush ol p* opic 
hi Utnd us, ihniNting lo»\\ u«l In »i»\ 
caso I w I’s giahbcil b\ tlw lapels hy a 
jn'livi'in Ml aad pMlU il l»'iw oil l it t itv'tigh 
to pKwMl the othv i dvinoMstiaioi^ ptillmg 
nVi> bui k to '*;itv lv (hat pxUltvailai a lot 
was {'i'nkg puslu'il hack h\ |iU'Util'''l and 
loo( i^duc (Ogtthvi 

\\ sO.'M aN the pi'llCCMMO, naiMv I 

\k tight MiiMihci L had me on (In 

v'o«:>ful two v'thvi pt'hccmcit uishi'il np 
jiul siaitwl hanhne me In nn voat \ ollai 
,i*-,d tiv Ivhiiul the (H'licc hoisvs whiih 
wetv n^'W ictnating agam 

\> 'oon as lhc\ had me hvliind the 
line »'l police hoiscs, that in to say on the 
grass mit o( sight of the ilemonstiators, 
thcN began kicking me aia'iind, ehielly 
knees in the stornaeh and kicks on the 
shins 1 be teehnisivie was Xo say: 'Stand 
up. >ou Krstaid* and. as one struggled to 
i'nc's feet, to bang one on the head and 
kick one's shins so that one fell down 
again 

lliesc three pi^tlicemcn. including the 
one mentioned above, then hauled and 
pushed me towards the fence dividing the 
square from the roadw'ay in front of the 
American Embassy. They did this al¬ 
though I was offering no resistance and 
had never done so since the moment I 
w'as hauled out of the front row of the 
demonstrators, in fact I doubled up on 
the ground when the other two policemen 
came running up, to protect my face and 
stomach. 

As we approached the dividing fence, 
a row of policemen stretched along the 
fence on the pavement side jeered at me, 
shook their fists or beckoned, shouting 
phrases such as: ‘Bring that one to me’, 
‘I'll have that one’ and ‘Give it him 
good’. 

When we got to the fence, I was still 
protesting that I would walk quietly 
wherever they wanted me to go, but I 
was dragged at full-length over the top 
of the fence, with policemen on the 
other side heaving and punching me on 
the way. 

I was then frogmarched into a waiting 
bus, with the above-mentioned policeman 
holding me by the back of my collar 
and one hand behind my back. 

As I was pushed up the steps into the 
bus, a policewomen sitting in the front 
left seat of the bus gave me a smart slap 
on my cheek as I went past her. The 
time must have been about 6.15 p.m. I 
was too astonished to react or ask her 
what the blow was for: perhaps, I 
thought, this was usual practice for 
policewomen under such circumstances. 

I was then thrown into a seat imme¬ 
diately behind this policewoman (she had 
blonde hair, but I did not get her num¬ 
ber), with Policeman C597 still gripping 
me by the collar. After several protests 


iljvii iiiil kv-j"l 
t.jt t ibifl 1 


by rtivwU bt iti| |,,t 
it ftUmg (bf bitvk "I ib 
viMiiij n<t| I,•.III k 

I Npiili* In ihv pi ilu i vi.'Mian it! ImhU 

».r iiu who bud ■.bipiHil ttn r. I wuft 
lIlMlwri llllu (hi^ blln. illlll .MJ I b‘ b’ 
usk hvi why «hr hu>l b" mu du itHMid 

l'»lin»l In MU' infill *lAMi DhI V'l' p'lti' b 

IMi Itt lIu' biM. k IU| pUlp'X't' * 

I M'lN (I'd'bill gU'lt, it Ml I ImkIiI lU'tl 

l«' “'tl\ SV il'x I V M III I I t I'H I" |i'l*' 

Ml IM\' hit' Aiitl til* ri W*'li in ih*' 

jjmdt'n r iMvaitiiiii (Im h |, h ..I I-. »i 
muit\. d III f|,|. ,,,, |, . . I, . lit. I 
bialtiv liidiki'ly, I inti^hl h(»'< b'nit 
pM'.i*»'d Mllit li,-( Mill 1 .|| Im I ( ttt, 

tvpl\ , Nn I lIppHni ill H h* I l ip I'll *bt 
t:Mt VVilH a |. •,, tv,l‘|l hn iH lb" ' 

b. IIH' ptisbul into (lu bu'. 

\ gill who WflH pM Iwil iilln tbr bus 
,il(* I iM«-. vvn<» bi infi tlruKg* tl along 
i'\ li'M c*'iil ;in<l hail and -.hi'Mil hiijl illy 
mio tin.' bus wliciv nIm* ifif wvrping itrul 
h\Nt('fual I was not jihlr (n I.ilk (o her 
Miuo my pailicnlai |M»lice Lunlo*h.in 
svcnieil inMiMis not (o lc( me cominnrii- 
ealc With other niresteil foeople in the hijs. 

When wi leaehcd I’addmglon Police 
Station we were hiimlled tint in hatches, 
and my particular policeman, ('597, 
seemed to be still in a date of physical 
and psychological shock. 

Having repeatedly called me ‘Filth’ on 
the bus, despite (he fact that I was rather 
neatly dressed even after my pummelling 
and being dragged over the grass and 
through the fence, he still insisted on 
frogmarching me into the Police Station; 
one hand on back of collar, the other 
twisting my right arm behind my back. 

1 protested once again, and he told me 
he was afraid I might try to run away. 

I refused to give him my name during 
the bus ride, or say anything except that 
I would ask to phone a solicitor as soon 
as we got to the police station. 

We reached Paddington Police Station 
about 6.45 p.m. After waiting about 
three-quarters of an hour in the charge 
room, I was ushered in front of the 
Station (Officer, gave him my name, 
address and profession, and again asked 
to be allowed to phone a solicitor. I 
refused to let them take my fingerprints 
pending consultaUion with a solicitor. 

I was then taken below to the cells, 
still gripped in the same absurd way by 
the policeman who had arrested me. Be¬ 
fore being put into the communal cell, 
another policeman took down the tele¬ 
phone number of the solicitor I wished 
to call. 

When I entered this cell, there were 
about a dozen other accused already 
there. I waited there from about 7.30 
p.m. and from this time onwards the 
population grew, one by one, until by 
10 p.m. there were 53 people in this cell 
which measured about 12 ft. x 20 ft., 
several of them injured and bleeding, 
others suffering from shock, and not 
enough benches for more than a small 
proportion of the occupants. 

By 10 p.m. there was not even enough 
room for people to sit on the floor except 
at the risk of being crushed by those 
around them. There was no ventilation. 
The one window was not only barred 
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ChineseRejectAnorcMstlellif 


Text of letter which was handed in to 
The Charge d’Affaires of The People’s 
Republic of China, after a march from 
the Embankment: 

4VL/E ARE SOME of the hundreds of 
thousands of people who are con¬ 
cerned for the suffering of the people of 
Vietnam, and we have on many occa¬ 
sions made our protest as best we can 
to the rulers of the United States and we 
give as much support as we are able to 
the people in America who are striving to 
bring to an end the suffering and death 
being inflicted on the people of Vietnam 
by United States forces. 

‘But not all the killing and torture of 
the Vietnamese people is being done by 
the Americans; the National Liberation 
Front and the People's Republic of 
North Vietnam are also showing them¬ 
selves determined to prolong the agony 
of the people of Vietnam. And it is not 
only the Republic of South Vietnam that 
is aided by foreign fxtwers in continuing 
the civil war. 

‘We know that there are no Chinese 
troops in Vietnam as there are American, 
but your Government is aiding one of 
the combatants and contributing to the 
continuation of the war. 

‘We are anarchists and do not put our 
faith in any government. But you. Sir, 
and the rulers of your country' are also 
men, and it is as men we approach you: 
as men who claim to hold a creed that 


has ai heart the liberation 
of Homan neing.s. 

Dead, the people of VietnBsB 
neither Commonist nor Imperiafiat, 
many of thenj are already dead xmA Iibb 
many of the living are merely victtoai aM 


a cruei struggle for victory The 
of Vietnam need peace more 
need the victory of either side. 

‘The conscience of a .great port cpC 
world is roused to persuade and 
the American Government to draw back 
from its path of destruction. We befteve 
that your <3<r.'eTnmcnt is in a posit^Q co 
bring a like :nfi*aence lo bear on 
other side in this war. We are 
you, and presuming to say that it ^ ycur 
duty, as it is of all men, simply as buman 
beings to do no less than you can to 
stop the killing by North and Souffi 
Vietnamese of their brothers. Tbek 
brothers, and ours, and yours. 

Members of 

Harlow Anarchist Federatkia, 
Lewisham Anarchist Group, 
Fulham Anarchists and Others * 

17.3.68 

This letter was ^refecteef by the Ckineae 
official who said, '/ cannot accept yowr 
views and I must reject your letter. 
Comrades then wens on to distribute a 
leaflet at Douglas House, an Americatf 
servicemen’s club, in BaysKoter, calling 
on the US servicemen not to fight in 
Vietnam. 



Anarchist Federation of Britain 


General enquiries should be sent to the London Federation. 
CAMPAIGN FOR THE RELEASE OF 


OCTAVIO 

LONDON FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS 

c/o Libra House. 256 Pentonville Road. London! 

N.J. Business meetings first Sunday o£ the month 
For details apply to LFA. 

Contact Mike Malet, 61B Gran- 
X. Lewisham, London, S.E.13. Phone: 


ALBEROLA! 

in^ 8 to 10 Pool Coffee Bar. Pool Valley 
Brighton. 

anarchists. Contact Susie Fisher 

and Adam Nicholson at 15 The Paragon. Bristol 8 

FIFF I IKFKTAUIAMC _m J 


01-852 8879. 

EALING ANARCHIST GROUP. Get into 
touch with Ken King, 54 Norwood 
Southall. 


Road, 


House. 256 

Pentonville Road, London. N 1 

r.'^V LIBERTAKIANS. Contact: 14 

Cl^ham Court, Kings Avenue (Acre Lane end), 

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

.^d 'X.'a-rr Ca^u-^pl-sn 

(Off King's Road). 8 p.m. 

3rd Friday of each month at 8 p m. at Donald 
r«ndon"N.W.3’'"’ ’■ «o«0. 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

ABERDEEN ANARCHISTS meet 1st nnH 
Wednesdays of month at M. Dev’s 
Road. 2nd and 4th Wednt.sdays I v " 

3 .Sinclair Boad. Corresnondence to clth«-r r *' 

ABERDEEN ANARCiVl.ST f+DFR®AV,ON ^ 
local group. I *4k Song WorkslM.n ant! r ^ 


CT1I.ST CROUP. 

individualist'., etc., 


All 
please 



of ii;tF. iiiiiiFMi}.! Mijh) rnnt i. t 

MacOoMald. OAlun Street Abcrdr^n 

BIRMINGHAM IIBERI AHIAN and ANAH- 

cil' tea lists. 

rarolinV Cdi.arlion. 32 S vindon Roall LdDh'.Ki^n^ 
Birniinglium 17 (near Portland Road). Note new 
address. 

BOl.TON. Cot in touch witli I cs Smith 
('.nev. fM.r Street. Bolton. l ane . ^2 

BOlJKNFMOUrH AND |.'ast dduxft 
ANARCHI.STS. PIca'.c contact John McT'ain 
l-t Milton Road. fh'Urricrnoiith (tl’ni’th 2'''’7yi 
or t ,m Oeam*. Wc'.t Moors. Wimbmne. 

i*c»fs< i / l'crrid(»'.vn .tsssi 

BkIt;iflC)N. G'l in touch with NK). Ihuh 
I hit 2*. ( liflon I'oiiiJ Hrighloii Poetry ri: id- 


FIFE LIBE-RTARIANS Contact Bob ani’Una 
Turnbull. 39 Stratheden Park. Stratheden Hospital 
by Cupar. Fife. ’ 

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP ONE Cor 

i^nTSYrs^;;: 

Vie"*-poUcr"f "Heal'h" 

“h"f* •*« Hughondo*!; 

Road Mar.shalswick, St. Albans Hertc 

IPSWICH ANARCBJSTS. Ccniact Neii Dean. 74 
Cemetery Road, Ipswich. Suffolk 

KILBURN. LONDON. Contaei Andrew Dewar. 
16 Kilburn House. Malvern Piac#* 

“y. 

LEICESTER PROJECT 

livery Wednesday at 8 p.m. 

NORTH .SOMERSET ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Roy Eraei^. 3 Abbey Street. Bath, or 

• ^.1, T-^onias Street. Wells. 
NOT riNG HII.I.. I lease get in touch with John 
Bennett and Marilyn Paddy. Rat 4. 88 Chircndon 
Road, London, W.ll. Tel.: 727 9745. Meetings 
every Monday at 7 p.m 

ORPINGTON anarchist GROUP. Knockholt. 
Nr. Sevenoak.s, Kent. Fverv six week.s at Grecn- 
way.s, Knockholt, Phone: Knockholt 2316. Brian 
and Maureen Richardson. 

Mc’i'ling; March 23, 7,30 p.m. The relevance of 
action in our sivicty. Discii.ssion. 

reading ANARChi.ST GROIPP. ConfHcf 
Alan Ross, 116 Belmont Road, Rending, Berks. 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 

1 hree-monfIlly meetings. Groups and individuals 
invite,! to .associate- c/o Keith Nathan. 138 Penny- 
rncad, Harlow, I ssex 
Group Addresses — 

n.\.SH,DON. M. l-’owcll, 7 I mucroft, Basildon, 
t^sex 

I1ISIIOP.S .STOItlT ORI). \ ic 


1 Sloilford, Herts' 

Pi lu ‘ Mill 

I nrleii'h. <. hcinr lortl, I . os- 


EPPINC. I.jht 
I pping. I:msc.x 


Uariick. It ('entic 


M«»nnt, ‘i'astview*. 

ou.se. 
Avenue. 


HAJLLOW. John Deards, 184 Carter’s Mead, Har¬ 
low, and/or Geoff Hardy, 6 Redricks Lane. Har¬ 
low, Essex. Monthly meetings in ‘The Essex 
Skipper’, The Slow, Harlow. 

LOUGHTON. Group c/o Students’ L’mon, 
Loughion College of Further Education, Borders 
Lane. Lighten. Essex. 

MUCH h.ADHAM, Leslie Riodan, High Street, 
Much Hadham, Herts. 

NORTH EAST ESSEX. Peter Newell. ‘Maybush’. 
Maypole Road, Tiptree. Essex. Group meets first 
Monday in each month, 7.15 p.m. at vl Brook 
Road, Tollcshunt Knights, Tiptree. Essex. 

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

NORTH WEST ANARCHIST E-EDERATION. 
BUXTON ANARCHIST GROLtP. Secretary: 
F. A. Gresty, Punchbowl, Manchester Road. 
Buxton 

CHORLEY ANARCHIST GROLTP. Secretary: 
Kevyn Lynch, 6 Garfield Terrace, Chorley. 
Lancs. 

LIVERPOOL AN.XRCHIST PROP.AGAND.4 
GROUP AND ‘HIPPY’ MOVE.MENT. Gerry 
Brcc, 16 Faulkner Square, Liverpool. 8. Meetings 
weekly. ’Freedom' Sales—Pier Head, Saturdays, 
Sundays, Evenings. 

MANt HESTER ANARCHIST GROUP, Secre¬ 
tary: Dave Poul.son, 9 Boland Street, Fallo\vfield. 
Manchester. 14. 

MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Pete Sacker, 22 Sandon Street, Liverpool. Meet¬ 
ings: First Thursday of month. 8 p.m. 

SOUTH WALES 
ANARCHIST FEDERATION 

CARDIFF ANARCHIST GROUP. All corres¬ 
pondence to:—Pete Raymond. 9o Albany Road. 
Roath, Weekly meetings. Freedom sales and 
action projects. 

SWANSEA ANARCHIST GROLrp. Contact 
.1 Ross, HI King Fdward’s Road, Brynmill, 
Swansea. 

STUDENT GROUPS 

EAST ANGLIA UNIVERSITY GROl’P (Anar¬ 
chists and Peace). Contact Have King. 17 
Ro.ul. Norwich 

l-SE ANARCHI.ST GROUP, c/o Student Union. 

'•'f Economics, Kf'iighton .Stiect! 

OXFORD .VNAKCIIIST CROUP. Conuu t Sieve 
Watts. Trinity College 

.SIipUFlD UNIYERSITY GROUP. Contact 
* <5vell c o .Students’ Shctheld 

SOUIHWARK (OILECE .New 1 d rrarfa„ 

I ront) (..LintacI Have Hiues. Romn T"' 

SUSSI X UNIVERSITY ANARUIIIMS l\. ummeh 


disoission on Anarchism at 
inc University. Falmer. nr. Brighton, Friday 
evening, March 1. All welcome. Contact Francis 
Ja^an, 16 Charlotte Street. Brishcon BN2 lAG 

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 

Meeting—discussions—activities. Contact PcCh- 
Devonshire Road, .MiU Hill. London. 

PROPOSED GROUPS 

EDINBURGH anarchists contact Konrad Bocow- 

T V w'. ^'^rthumbcrland Street. Edinburgh 3. 
Tel.: \V A\ 7459. 

T.AU2^0N UBERTARIANS. Contact Jfll and 
John Driver, 59 Beadon Road. Taunton. Somerset 
Meetings alternate Fridav evenings. 

CROYITON. NORWOOD, BECKENHAM. Anar 
crusts. Syndicalisu;. Libertarian or Pacifist S^ialista 
to form Croydon. Norwood. Beckenham Liber¬ 
tarian Group. Contact Jim Radford or Laurens 
Otter. 35 Natal Road. Thornton Heath. 

ELTHAM (Libertarian Peace .Action). Contact 
Terry Liddle. 83 Gregory Crescent, S E 9 

ABROAD 

AUSTKALl.A. Federation of Australian Anar- 
chists, P.O. Bo.x A 389, Sydney South Public 

Domain; 2 p m 

DANISH ANARCHIST FEDERATION 

gadc 27. Viborg. Denmark. Gotbm- 

V^'COyvEK. B.C.. CANADA. Anyone iatenrt.y' 
ted in forming anarchist and/or dtS ^SLi- 

Grand Boulevard. North ” 

Canada. Tel.: 987-2693 
USA: VERMONT. New Hampshire 
Meets weekly — dbeuSo^ 
acti^. Contact Ed. Strauss a| RF0 ^ 
stock. Vermont 05P91. USA. 

an 

s?VFDEN- Stockholm IV 

burtt V^ Ubertad, AUrniina Viigep C 

TORONTO ANARCIUST GKOW, 

meetings. , , . 

Eyerie. Schss.sitii.Li 
EAST AFRfC.A. Grorce Malthe»«i 
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USA. James W, Cain. 

Anardnst Association. 323 FmSSil® 

Minnesota .5S720. tJSA 

AhnmtiAK j 

Klelboume University Ohlim '4*1' 1 

C O the same. , ’ 


VancouvesTv 


















anarchists have criticised 

-i .V - the. teck of positive anarchist polic>’ 
the Vietnam Wat. St'me in 
calkd it 'purist'. cvnicAl’ and 
ITtis was neither the 
IKM* the place 'to dhHde the anti-war 
^^^'.-Sii'^rnitriT^ lltc slogan ‘Neither Hanoi 
’ Washing^^^^ was 'disastrous' and the 

%ti(aviour of some anarchists sohed no- 
iStdskg' but perhaps ‘salved their individual 
WBtseknees* 

These are strong accusations and we 
caimoi ignore them. It is worthw^hile to 
examine ail points of the argument. 

NOT A POPULAR SLOG AN 

ft musi be admitted that the slogan 
^Neither Hanoi nor Washington clashed 
with the mood of the majonry of demon- 
Straiors wire were in no mv>od for nice¬ 
ties, The fact that the groups directly 
subscribing to this Wew were nowhere 
to be found on the main march added to 
the difficulties. WTien they did arrive 
at Grosvenor Square they of course (as 
the photo showsi at once involved them¬ 
selves in ‘frcnt-line” clashes with the 
|x>lice. 

FATUOUS SPEECHES 

Had they come to Trafalgar Square 
they would ha\c obser\’cd that the crowd 
was unimpressed by the speakers and 
greeted with loud derision their more 
inane remarks. The only excitement 
occurred when a policeman fell into a 
fountain. The speakers all used the same 
terminology. Their speeches were full 
of platitudes, a kind of language by for¬ 
mula In this way we beard the same 
speech se^^en times over in \"arious 
accents and accompanied by different 
gestures. 

The best speech wtis undoubtedly made 
by John Palmer of International Social¬ 
s'. By good I mean at least he w^as 
comprehensible. But his assertion that 
me march was a ‘representative cross- 
section* of the British Public wras ludi¬ 
crously untrue. It was a large, youthful 
crowd, the older generations were mini¬ 
ma I Iv represented. 

D.AV DREAMING 
This kind of exaggeration and the use 
fs# SDcfe phrases as ‘titanic struggle', ‘the 
c>Ts of the whole world', and the usual 
tcxT-bock Marxist jargon was depressing, 
especially after a decade of piain-speak- 
iag ibai c«ie is accustomed to on the 
libertarian IcfL We may disagree with 
each other, but we are not parrots. 
COMPOSmON OF THE OtOWT> 

As the ViemaiTi Solidarity Campaign 
» noc a oar j. ■ . : draws its supporters 
from mam organisations. Few' as the 
anarchist banners were, tbty siiil eut- 
cumbered al! other pcliticsT erganisa- 
tioas. There was a Liberal Sag. a Labour 
ooBStiioeiicy basner, but missing were 
the Conamnnisis and most of the Trot- 
ff&ga There were a few people 
‘on loui’ from all these organisations. 
The maiorit^ of farticipants were new 
to political demonstrations. For many 
was ffie first demonstration fhe\ ever 


Answering Critics 





attended. 

WH*! THE OLD GUARD 
BOYCOTT? 

The sectarian attitude of the Sforning 
Star communists and others who actively 
discouraged their members to take part 
in the demonstration w'as never even 
alluded to by any of the speakers. Vet 
here w'as a crowed generous enough to 
demonstrate for a political regime that 
has been know'n to liquidate like-minded 
revolutionaries, whereas those that advo¬ 
cated similar policies not only stayed 
aw'ay, but discouraged others to do the 
same. 

L.\CK OF ORGANISATION 

Elsewhere a Fireedom reporter gives 
an account of the lack of organisation 
that was justly decried by our German 


comrades. When the anarchists estab¬ 
lished a precedent on October 22 last by 
going into the gardens, it was dangerous 
and stupid on the part of the organisers 
not to foresee that this was going to 
happen again. The police were prepared; 
the organisers hoped for divine inter¬ 
vention. 

NEW-FOUND COMRADES 

But whatever criticism we may make 
of the VSe leadership we arc particularly 
pleased to report that the demonstrators 
behaved admirably and helped each other 
as the mad ‘mountics’ galloped into 
their midst. The crowd itself found the 
only w'orkable technique in the present 
circumstances, the splitting off into 
‘guerilla’ groups of 50-100. in this way 
protests were made in the most unlikely 


imiMIKIUM VETUM DEMO 


S ATURDAY AFTERNOOxN, March 16, 
produced the largest demonstration 
for Peace in Vietnam ever held. Over 
400 people marched around the city 
centre through crowded streets in a 
march some 300 >'ards long. Members 
of Austin Motors Joint Shop Stewards 
Committee came out in force, with mem¬ 
bers of all political groupings, except the 
Heal>ntes. marching to the theme of Peace 
in V'ietnam and Britain Must Disassociate 
W^ith US Policy'. Cximmunists marched 
with Labour. Liberal with .Anarchist. 
Pacifist and Churchman, staff and stu¬ 
dents from two universities with Trades 
Councnl Members, priests and MPs. All 
working together with a common aim 
and nobody trying to pull the wool over 
each other's ej^es. That is, almost nobody. 
The VSe had different ideas. 

Perhaps Birmingham is different from 
other areas. Peace or Political Action 
never really seems to develop on a big 
scale here despite the two million people 
in the conurbation (even the anarchist 
group at its best had only about 1(K) 
supporters), so therefore we compromise 
frequently and form ad hoc committees 
for action and tr>' and avoid getting in 
each others way. We have a demo on a 
common theme and at the end leaflet or 
sell our respective journals, but never try 
and compromise each other. 

The demonstration held on March 16 
was no exception. W'e discussed it all in 
achance and decided on a common 
course of action. The slogans and pla- 
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that their booking ended at 10 o’clock) 
the SDS-ers were shouting, ‘Authori¬ 
tarianism’. ‘Bureaucrats* and ‘Fascists’. 

The Germans' temper was not eased 
wtsen one speaker said; 'We don’t go to 
Gemsmy zad Holland and tell you how 
to run your marches.' 

giti the visitors so upset? 

Very simply, they' wanted to know 
what was happening What were the 
object ves ' Whai louic was to be taken? 
What instructionfi were Im be given to the 
rn archer ft ' 

In Wtt4s* hcfiifi the SDS r>rganKes its 
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cards followed agreed themes, and what¬ 
ever particular standpoints on the war, 
pro-NLF, anti-NLF and so on, we stuck 
to our agreement. All except the VSC. 
They came on the march with a large 
pro-NLF banner and North Vietnamese 
Flags and very aligned placards. Peace 
in Vietnam? Yes quite, if it meant mili¬ 
tary victory for the NLF, they and some 
Maoists of the Britain-Vietnam Solidarity 
Front tried to take over the march con¬ 
trary to their agreed word. After some 
argument with the police, they found 
themselves holding a separate march 100 
yards behind the Birmingham Council 
For Peace In Vietnam. As a police in¬ 
spector put it: ‘Every^one has the right to 
hold a demonstration, but if you want to 
hold a private one contrary to your 
agreement, so you shall, but on your 
own.’ There are few times in my life I 
have supported a police inspector but 
this was one of them. It was a deliberate 
attempt by one group to break an 
agreement. 

During the week students from the 
UnivCTsities of Aston and Birmingham 
held a march to the offices of AIhright 
and Wilson, phosphorus manufacturers 
to the trade—the American arms trade. 
The demo went well and it was part of 
the build-up for the Saturday march. 
But the leaflet announced a march in 
London, on the 17th, Solidarity with the 
NXF or something, and attacked the 
Birmingham Council For Peace In Viet¬ 
nam as wishy-washy reformists, saying 
Ihey had never attempted to make a 
similar approach to a local arms firm. 
They, comparative newcomers to the 
campaign, forgot about our attempts to 
get American Soldiers to disaffcct, our 
plastering the inside and outside of the 
Witco Chemical Factory at Droitwich 
with leaflets one weekend, even the fact 
that most of the banners and photographs 
they' carried were made by the working 
group drawn from peace/political acti¬ 
vists that docs nmst of the Vietnam Cam¬ 
paign work in Birmingham, with the 
Bf PV. 
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places, where the battlcgr.iund was 
chosen by the dcmons(rai«)rs and not by 
the police. 

DESPERATE SITUATION 

Here was a crowd of many thousands, 
who had their first taste of p<dicc 
violence. At the moment they only hate 
one or two Governments. It is up to us 
to show them that all governments arc 
the same, that all police would have be¬ 
haved the same way. 

OtrR CONSCIENCE 

When anti-war demonstrations were 
smaller and mainly drawn from pacifist 
and anarchist crowds our leaflets and 
propaganda was aimed at the general 
public. By and large the demonstrators 
held similar views except as regards 
immediate tactics. Now with the emer¬ 
gence of a new crowd that wants victory 
for one side we, and the pacifists, have 
been challenged. Wc could do no other 
but to state our point of view, so that 
there shall be no doubt. 

But let us not forget it: the State is 
our Enemy. And when 15,000 challenge 
the police and authority here under 
whatever pretext, we must be on the side 
of the people. John Rety. 


Solidarity With The Vietnamese People 
—if they support Ho Chi Minh and the 
NLF by people from groups like the 
International Socialist Group and other 
fake left Trotskyist Groups, who shout 
loud and harshly from the sidelines about 
American brutality, when they forget that 
the NLF can be just as brutal, that 
‘Uncle’ Ho killed off many of their 
Trotskyist Allies, and will do so again if 
the NLF wins. How can the VSC who 
do nothing but sabotage other people’s 
meetings and demonstrations and who 
won’t keep their word to a comrade; how 
can they speak of Solidarity. This means 
trust, comradeship and a feeling of sym¬ 
pathy with other’s predicament. They do 
not understand the meaning of the words 
that they use and devalue these like poli¬ 
tical counters in a power game. 

By agreeing to a universal theme—Peace 
In Vietnam—and saying, what can we 
do, what is the reality of our predicament 
in relation to the power structure, and 
what is it pointful to ask for, nay de¬ 
mand, and work for with a chance for 
success—Dissociation From American 
Policy, moral condemnation, and working 
to achieve a libertarian society in our 
own country—this is the reality, and this 
is the true solidarity. 

Working jointly with individuals and 
groups we get somewhere, furthermore 
we get a common exchange of ideas. 

By doing this we got 400 people on a 
Saturday afternoon’s demonstration and 
we would have got more if the VSC had 
not told many students to ignore this 
march as irrelevant. 400 people, working 
people, with a small minority of students. 
Perhaps we should thank the VSC, for 
the people of Birmingham have just seen 
the campiaign for Peace In Vietnam as 
a working-class movement, a movement 
of ordinary' people of all viewpoints and 
from all walks of life. This contrasted 
with the ragtag and bobtail around the 
NLF banner a hundred yards behind, 
and showed the people of Birmingham 
just who was working for real Solidarity 
with the Vietnamese People and just who 
were climbing on the bandwagon for 
their own selfish ends. 

Peier Neville, 
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The Place of 
the Anarchist 

T he MOST RECENT battle of Geno¬ 
cide Square could be described a.s a 
success by both sides. 

The police exercised their horses, gave 
their new recruits valuable experience in 
pushing people around—and protected 
the Embassy from invasion. 

The crowd succeeded very simply in 
demonstrating how much angry opposi¬ 
tion there is in this country to the 
American Government’s war on Vietnam. 

It was a violent demonstration. Both 
police and protesters pushed, kicked, 
punched. The demonstrators threw 
slicks, stones, fireworks, lumps of earth, 
flour bombs, red paint. TTie mounted 
police charged the crowd and used their 
sticks. 

As the demonstrators came into the 
Square they were turned away from the 
Embassy by a cordon. Moving to the left 
they broke the cordon and swarmed on 
to the grass in the centre. For a tiiric 
the demonstrators faced the rows of 
police who were guarding the Embassy, 
The demonstrators tried to push their 
way forward and then the police began 
systematically to smash them back. 

The violence escalated inevitably. I 
saw a mounted policeman, his face red 
with blood—or paint—struck again in 
the face by a lump of earth. He charged 
his horse directly into the crowd hitting 
out wildly with his stick. 

A particularly aggressive policeman, 
whose antics had been well observed, 
suddenly became separated from his 
mates. He was surrounded by a group 
of demonstrators who proceeded to kick 
and punch him until more police came 
to his rescue. 

After an hour’s fighting the police 
finally cleared the grass area and drove 
the demonstrators out of the square. 
Some aimed the missiles they had been 
saving for the Embassy at the Europa 
Hotel. Others went off to the Hilton 
only to find the police lined up in its 
defence. 

There were a number of injuries and 
arrests—and the usual shouts of "fascist 
bastards'. A number of policemen 
seemed to enjoy the fighting—as did 
many of the demonstrators. But in 
general the police were predictably calm. 

In Paris, Madrid, Berlin. Rome, there 
would have been more injuries on both 
sides—perhaps some deaths. If the 
British police are fascist bastards what 
have we left to describe the American 
air force? 

Although the battle demonstrated 
hostility to the American war its xiolence 
show'ed it w'as no plea for peace. Most 
of the demonstrators expressed their sup¬ 
port for the NLF by their slogans and 
their stones. 

It is sometimes suggested that demon¬ 
strations which (a) are xiolcnt. and (b> 
express suppx^n for one side should be 
Ktycotted h> the pure in heart. I think 
this is a mistake. 

The place of the anarchist is with and 
among nKnements of people who are 
demanding change and acting to bring 
it aboiiL When the people come out 
on to the streets wc belong with them. 

The last few weeks have seen student 
demonstrations in Nartv^us Cv'unirics in¬ 
cluding Britain There have been 
marches, pickets sit-ins. rk^ts, about 
\ lernam. censvrship. grants, student 
pvwvcr 
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Busmen’s Siilke 


h\^KnK'h In VC - . ^5 kmi Sinkv’ 

2ikts<v\' lv*>i ;\lci‘vh I I ( 

Jilnkc slaitcd duiitu' '.v i\{ 

Cmo do|v^l. bui b\ iho ' . it 

\x\Ls sollvl ihrouglunif c 
crows iv'iiK\i (he stuk 
Head lerninral. whc iC t 
a n)<.viinj; 

I'hc \ iverjHH>l In^s’uv 
Strike action tvtou' vl 
an ineroasc of Tl \\ 
clain^ was put K'tv're (he l'ri<vs and 
Incomes BvV^rci whv> cejcclvxi it arui 
in Januarv the Cun eminent tro/e the 
increase under Part ^ of the Privvs 
and liK'onK\s Act. 

However. I iverpool C'orporation 
made a separate agreement with the 
unions for van incawse of £l 3s. and 
because of this they are leaving the 
employers' federation at the end of 
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the month iita>.]uo\v (Out Itt li i t 
koipoiations m.ide smnko .oivo 
mentN anvl .dl tluiv wcie r* I'iird to 
the t^iues ami liuomes Mond dnrt 
w^vkv av‘o I he Mnnsti v ol I ahoin 

askval (hi't\in\i|.|i|p|,^^ ioni i'Hh il i(» 
withhidd pavmem of i|k> nu u avs 
until du' iMIt had leoioMcvl I Iu'n 
agixwl tv' ilo this ami (he iioveiii 
mem iiov liioil th*d it was unnevess,iiy 
to usi,' Its legislative |>owei to delay 
any meivases 

the busmen claim that bceausc' 
this is a lival agreement, (heir pre- 
ss'nt strike action is not illegal, 
becausi' the C\>rfH>ration vi>Iun(arily 
agreed not to pay the increiise. How¬ 
ever. it IS a fine pinnt and one that 
should not K' missed by other muni¬ 
cipal busmen. If the' Corpi'iration 
bivaks its voluntary agreement with 
the Ministry and pays the increase, 
then no doubt the Government will 
enact Part 2, making any further 
stoppage illegal. 


oM iinil .4 ho Vli ijMa^.dliai 

IW ,.K,,rn oh 

vliMidc i. dii,iv-dv mihii'mvd Uy di.- 
htoiv ,,f d»r I ivhi,hH»l 
'' ^ It' i>n‘? f<» hi‘ drawn 

tn*m dial aHj 4 ii| au plain Ir* mr 

Both die ( «M|>oiaiM»n and dir 
miioii, liavv app ah (I f<; fhr hnsnirn 
t<* U tuiM to Work I Ik ( orpniadon 
Ihit th|. Pin ^,11 
Mutmod hy nijjii.int action in I ivrr- 
JJviol I .sluiuKl viy ih.d this is about 

the only thing that will inllnencc 
Ihcfii. 

I he I ran sport and (icncral Wor¬ 
kers Union’s district passenger 
olheer Mr. Htxlgson, says; ‘Wc arc 
m a difliciilt position’ (you bet! the 
busmen have got the T&G over a 
barrel), but adds, ‘We have a great 
deal of .sympathy with them.’ 

Mr. McLoughlin, of the National 
Union of General and Municipal 
Workers, has said; ‘We can express 
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This column exists for mutual aid. 
Donations towards cost of typesetting 
will b« welcome. 


The Free Bookshop exists to serve all. 
We w’ant to see more things for free. 
We obtain books and magazines 
from people who no longer want 
them. If you are one of these, please 
contact us at PAD 2409 (or write), 
and we will collect them. The books 
are FREE to anyone calling weekday 
evenings (open from 6 p.m.) and 
Saturdays and Sundays (10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.). The Free Bookshop, Cole- 
heme Mews, Wharfedale Street, 
Earls Court, S.W. 10. 

Room wanted. Has any comrade a room 
to let, however small, furnished or 
unfurnished, at a reasonable distance 
from Aldgate East? Lilian Wolfe 
c/o Freedom Press. 

Neither Washington Nor Hanoi. Stickers 
(6/- a 100 including postage). Posters 
(1/6 doz. including postage). Keith 
Nathan, 138 Pennymead, Harlow, 
Essex. 

Co-op Film Group. Thanks to all those 
who helped with Vietnam demo film. 
Any witnesses who saw the police 
attack the film unit at 6.30 p.m. in 
Wigmore Street please telephone 
373 7400. 

Picket at Polish Embassy in solidarity 
with Polish students. Saturday, 
March 23, 11 a.m. Great Portland 
Street. Bring banners. 

Free Modem Jazz. Ladbroke Hotel, 
Netting Hill, Wednesday evenings. 

Taunton Vigil on Vietnam, March 23, 

2 p.m. Assemble Castle Green Car 
Park. 

Van and driver if possible. Required 
Easter Weekend. For March, Anar¬ 
chist Lit. sales team and public 
meetings, etc. Write J. Huggon, c/o 
Freedom Press. 

Sweden's one and only libertarian library 
is grateful to receive both gifts and " 
offers. Wants all books, pamphlets 
and other [niblications of interest 
for libertarian socialists. Contact; 
Boksamlingen, Frihctliga Arbets- 
gruppen, Nordenskjoldsg. 23. Gothen¬ 
burg SV, Sweden. 

Accommodation wanted. Couple despe- 
ratclv want 2 rooms fur./unfur. Rent 
f4-£6. Pref. North London, Contact 
Ann Kavanagh, 82 Cromwell Avenue, 
N.6. 

Stickers. Danger; Dictatorship. Stay 
away from Greece in 1968!’ Avail¬ 
able from Co-Ordinating Cornmittee 
for Campaign Against Tourism to 
Greece, 60 Tottenham Court Road, 
W. 1 1 /- for a sheet of 20. 

Greece must be free! Rally—Trafalgar 
Sq uare, April 21, 2.30 p.m. Speakers 
include Melina Mercouri. 

Fa*# Anglia. If you’re near Ipswich, cal! 
on us Wc stock all Freedom Press 
publications, and have FKi rrxiNf and 
and Anarcf^y regularly Orwell Books, 

44 Upper Orwell Street, Ipswich. 
Suffolk 


without them, they would not be ^Iso^ get nothing, but strike 

able to maintain the present labour action will stand some chance of 
force and adequate services. achieving success. If they are sue- 

PICKETS NOT NEEDED ^ 

. 11 u* , , j , through against the wage policies of 

A really big struggle could develop the Government. The action of the 
^om this dispute, for if Liverpool busmen is also an indication that 
Corporation pays up before the PIB lessons are being learnt from the 
reports, then it would be the signal struggles of other workers, notably 
for the busmen in Glasgow, Belfast the dockers. Busmen employed by 
and other towns, with local deals, to the privately-owned Ribble Bus 
Uke a leaf out of Liverpool’s book. Company are backing the dispute by 
In this situation the (government not picldng up or dropping pas¬ 
has to be firm otherwise its incomes sengers in the city 

po^y would ^ swept away. ^lie Liverpool dockers certainly 

his strike has been 100%, with- made the Government’s policies look 
out any pickets at depots and, at ridiculous and the busmen are in a 
Friday’s meeting, the men were good position to do likewise, but the 
unammous for continuing the claims of other municipal busmen 
strug^e. But it is not just continu- are still ‘frozen’. If further legisla- 
ing, but developing as well. It tion is brought in then these busmen 


started out for £1 3s. as per agree 
ment, but now the busmen are de¬ 
manding an increase in basic pay 
from £13 to £17 for a five day week, 
no stoppage of service pay (which 
unions had agreed to) for those 


will have to think about industrial 
action, despite its being illegal, or 
submit to a State imposed wage 
freeze and a worsening standard of 
living. 

P.T. 


Workers Win at Joseph Locos 

jpOR MANY YEARS workers have official support for any action the dis- 
become so used to defeats, sell-outs trict committee might take, 
and outright betrayals that in many cases It was decided to strike and 400 
it has been an uphill task to persuade workers downed tools and stayed out 

Jt solid until the management, after making 


pVifXOWINCi THE amalfim^Kns /f 
the two unions, ih© 

Workers and Coppersmith# and 
Heating and Domestic Engiocera, 
which the latter was not poUi^klly 
affiliated, a ballot was held on thrs ertj^' 
tion of affiliation. The result was that 
the new union, now called the National 
Union of Sheetmetal Workers. Copper¬ 
smiths, Heating and Domestic Engineers, 
with 76,000 members, decided to dis¬ 
affiliate from the Labour Party. The 
votmg figures were 6,003 for and 9,506 
against affiliation, which shows that only 
a small minority bothered to vole at all 
However, Mr. Buck, the General 
Swretary of the new union, expressed 
his ‘extreme political disappointmenf. 
He said: ‘Unfortunately the genera! 
feeling of the members of the union, who 
have expressed themselves on every occa¬ 
sion in opposition to the interference in 
collective bargaining and in workers’ 
wages by restrictive legislation appears 
to have been demonstrated either by 
direct vote against affiliation or by 
abstention.’ 

Certainly many trade unionists are too 
apathetic to bother to vote on an issue, 
but at the same time, those who really 
cared for affih’ation would have taken 
the trouble to vote. So it seems that 
many did vote with their feet This will 
mean that the Labour Party will lose 
£1,699 19s. per year. 

The Heating and Domestic Engineers' 
L^’nion, although never affiliated to the 
Labour Parn\ were not well known for 
militancy. One of their rules was that 
a member may not become a shop 
steward unless he has worked for the 
company for a year. On building sites, 
where a number of the members are em¬ 
ployed, this rule often prevented the elec¬ 
tion of a good steward and therefore 
went against the democratic expressed 
wish of workers. 

What proportion of the two amalga¬ 
mated unions voted for or against has 
not been disclosed, but previous voting 
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ment froze tbek II peif rise 
GROWING iieKLtU;»i4MNi^m>T 

This disaffiliatioo is m ■ 

of the growing d»lhMwiniinii r # * 

Labour Government Iflmo tL, 

unionists and leadexi, em- 

disaffiliation means that op 

longer exert pressure on the 
are talking rubbish. The _ 

only iinderstasds pressure exerted lif 
force of uKlustrial actioa. 

Wc, as Anarchists, wekonte liie 
refusal lo pay the pc^tical levy. Wc 
urge more workers to do it. It caa he 
done quite rimpfy on an indivklusl besio 
by getting a form from y<mr Branch 
Secretary and filline it in. Whde dbai is 
only a snoftll thing, it wiB ihow yon 
arc net prepared to pay nyaoey to a 
Party who are carrying cfxsi as^-worik- 
ing class policies. 

It is a step, as far as. we are 
towards realising that ^ 
affecting the working ciass r^sua^ he 
solved by electing Labour Par^ of 
any other Party to power. This can 
come about by the actios cf the woridaig 
class, the realisaaon that power lies m 
their hands and that by their coosekm 
efforts they could aboli^ die ee pjft jfcm*. 
ik>n of man by man. Production 
be geared to the needs of people the 
satisfaction of these needs should be 
aim of the community. 

The refuse to pa> ihe political levy 
might only be a small step m thw 
direction (it might also have a porcly 
selfish motive), but nevertheless it is a 
trend which is to be welcomed and 
encouraged. 

FX 


them that action was necessary 
wasn’t that the issues didn’t interest them 
it was in many cases a question of 
dampened spirits and a feeling of 
isolation. 

It is therefore all the more important 
that any victory of the workers over the 
employers should go on record. 

It is particularly important when this 
happens in a factory belonging to a 
combine whose chairman openly boasts 
of his anti-trade union record.* Such a 
*Sir Bertram Waring (known as ‘Bongo’), 
victory was experienced at the Fazaker- 
ley (Liverpool) factory of Joseph Lucas 
this week. 

For nearly five weeks 400 workers re¬ 
mained on strike because of the manage¬ 
ment’s refusal to honour an agreement 
negotiated at National level. 

In September, 1966, a convenor (Bro, 
Johnson, AEF) was sacked for entering 
the nearby CAV factory' (another part 
of (he Lucas Combine). The case went 
through procedure and an agreement 
was reached at Central Conference that 
he should spend 12 months in a ser\'ice 
dcp6t some 4 miles away, at the end of 
this period he would be reinstated. 

This man took home £5 less per week 
as a result of this agreement. 1 leave 
readers to draw their own conclusions 
as to whom this agreement favoured! 

In December. 1967, the promise made 
by the managciTicnt was broken, they 
refused to take Johnson back on his old 
job. The workers whom he’d previously 
represented were justifiably angry at this 
flagrant victimization. By a unanimous 
decision the Exccuti^e Council declared 


iLETTEK 


H jrm tvl«h Up ftwfce contact let us know. 

f^rintoi try hMfUfUi Printtoi. toadoo. E l PuWisbed by Freedom Press. 17a Maawisll Road, Loudon, S.W 6 


dire threats,* decided to talk. 

*They even threatened to close the whole 

factory! 

They tried the ‘old soft soap’ method by 
offering Johnson a staff job—(which of 
course would have ruled out union acti¬ 
vity)—but he refused to sell out—so the 
management caved in. 

Bro. Johnson has been offered a job 
at a comparable rate to his old one and 
is eligible for a steward's or convenor’s 
post if elected. 

It is important to record that other 
factories in the Lucas Combine made 
collections for the Liverpool lads, but 
today this kind of solidarity' isn’t enough. 

Workers in a factory' which is part of 
a big combine (and today there aren’t 
many outside of such groups) must 
realise that when they face the manage¬ 
ment in a dispute they are facing the 
whole forces of industrial capitalism. 
The employers are united in their organ¬ 
isations and their wealth is ready to be 
used against the working class. The 
press with a few notable exceptions is on 
their side. 

Therefore the lesson must be learned 
and learned well, the factories within 
such combines and monopolies must (via 
their shop stewards committees) link up 
to aid each other in struggle. By this 
method weak organizations can be 
strengthened. 

The lads at Joseph Lucas have shown 
the way—their determination to defeat 
management’s attacks on Trade Union¬ 
ism is an example of what can be 
achieved. T.H 


Sc9tti$h Conference 

Dear Comrades, 

Comrade Dave Coull and 1 are prepar¬ 
ing to call a Scottish Anarchist Confer¬ 
ence, which we have provisionally 
decided to plan for the weekend May 
14/15, probably in Glasgow. 

The movement in Scotland is in a sad 
state, only two real groups exist, Aber¬ 
deen and Glasgow. ^*e feel that a Scot¬ 
tish .\narchist Federation is badly 
needed, particularly at present, when the 
Scottish scene is beginning to move to 
the right (Tory council rictories, SNP 
vote rising, etc.). A working-class struggle 
is needed, we hope that a getting together 
of Scottish Anarchists will help to start 
it off. 

.“Xmong points we feel should be dis¬ 
cussed is the setting up of a Scottish 
Anarchist press and more action against 
L^S bases. We would also like to see 
more co-ordinated industrial propaganda 
carried out in Scotland and we hope that 
SWF members will support the confer¬ 
ence. Aberdeen SWF is already in 
favour. 

Perhaps Scottish comrades will write 
to me. enclosing their suggestions for an 
agenda and giving the dates they would 
prefer for the conference. 

Contact Ian S. Sutherland. 8 Esslcmont 
.A.venue, Aberdeen, or Dave Couff, 3 
Eskview Terrace, Ferry den. Montrose. 

Fraternally. 

L\n S. Sutherland. 


Dossier on 
Police Vioience 

I am compiling a dossier of infomia- 
tion on Sunday’s V’ietnam demonstraticn 
with particular regard to police violence, 
searching of coaches, trumped-up charges. 
Special Branch activity and the like. I 
would be grateful for any information 
on these matters to be sent to the follow¬ 
ing address : 

Ron Bailey, 

128 Hainault Road, 
Leytonstonc, E.ll. 


Freedom Next week 


by 

Brian & Celia 
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